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FAOPMA Member News
The Latest in Happenings and Events from the Associations in our Region
Please send your report to Stephen L. Doggett or David Lilly

INDIA: A REPORT ON SOCIAL WORK CARRIED OUT BY THE 
INDIAN PEST CONTROL ASSOCIATION (IPCA) IN KERALA 
DURING THE RECENT DEVASTATING FLOODS

By Uday Menon

The managing Committee of the Indian Pest Control 
Association (IPCA) under leadership of President 
Jaldhi Trivedi decided to extend a helping hand to 

the people of Kerala in the aftermath of the devastating 
floods. Vice President Mr. Uday Menon was appointed as the 
coordinator to develop and execute the assistance program.

It was decided that the IPCA would intervene in the field 
of Pest Management relevant to our field of expertise. 

The situation was assessed through reports and via direct 
observation from our members in Cochin. It was found that 
almost the whole region of Kerala was affected but some 
districts were significantly more impacted than others. It was 
decided that the worst affected areas would be targeted in 
the assistance program.

As the receding waters were creating isolated water pock-
ets, an outbreak of vector-borne disease was anticipated 
due to mosquito and fly breeding. Since most of the region 
was still flooded, access was very limited, plus people move-
ments into the area were largely restricted to government 
health workers. Hence, it was decided that IPCA would 
extend its support through the supply of insecticides to the 
Government and to train personnel on vector management.

Thus the IPCA supplied mosquito and fly management 
chemicals to health and relief work teams and provided 
operational instructions through leaflets, product pam-
phlets, presentations, and face-to-face training.

Bayer Crop Science was approached with our intentions 
and they readily provided us with a large quantity of Barcelo 
Tabs, Barcelo Granules, Quick Bayt, and Kingfog, at no cost. 
This was a very generous gesture and the IPCA acknowl-
edges our gratitude to them. The material received from 

Bayer Crop Science was distributed to the affected locations 
through various support staff.

Technicians of IPCA Member organizations also partici-
pated in the application and fogging programs when they 
were permitted to do so. 

Mr. Menon also toured affected localities, along with local 
IPCA members. He discussed vector control with various dis-
trict officers and trained field workers on aspects of vector 
management. 

Vice President Mr. Uday Menon training officers and staff on 
correct vector management practices

JAPAN: NEWS FROM JPCA

Provided by Japanese Pest Control Association

February 2018 saw the running of the Pest Control 
Forum. This was jointly run between the JPCA, 
Japan Environmental Sanitation Center (NPO), and 

public health departments of prefectural & city 
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governments from throughout Japan. The meeting was sup-
ported by the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare, and the 
Ministry of the Environment. 

Japan held their “National Pest Day” on 4th June 2018. 
This is organized by the JPCA and the regional pest control 
associations. The purpose is to promote public awareness 
of the pest industry and around 50% of Japan’s 47 regional 
pest control associations participated. Each participating 
association plan and run their own version of “Pest Day” 
events in their respective region. The events are generally 
held on busy streets or inside shopping malls. Displays may 
include exhibits of live insects, pest photographs, games 
and activities, free pest problem consultation, and lectures. 
Some associations organize unique events such as wearing 
bee control costumes while competing in their local mara-
thon. Some of the more successful displays had over 3,000 
visitations. The JPCA supports the events by securing gov-
ernment support from the Ministry of Health, Labor and 
Welfare and the Ministry of the Environment. The JPCA also 
provides various novelty goods, posters, and flags to use at 
the events.

The Japanese Society of Pestology held their annual con-
ference in November 2018, which has been running every 
year since 1985. The meeting comprised 357 members 
including, pest control companies, professors, suppliers, 
amongst others. There were some 50 presentations relating 
to pest management provided by pest control professionals 
and academic researchers.  

SINGAPORE: NEWS FROM THE SPMA

Provided by the Singapore Pest 
Management Association

The Singapore Pest 
Management Association (SPMA) is proud to host 
their national-level Singapore Pest Management 

Forum 2019. The theme is “Towards Innovative, Smart and 
Green Pest Management”. The meeting will be held at the 
Orchid Country Club (Singapore) over 24-25th April 2019. In 
line with Singapore Government’s Environmental Services 
Industry Transformation Map (ITM), this convention targets 
local pest management professionals, solution providers, 
government agencies, and service buyers in environmental 
health, vector control, and the pest management industry.

Save the date and join us as we explore pest management 
in Singapore from the lens of innovation, smart technology 
and sustainability. Our panel of 11 distinguished speakers 
features Dr Chow-Yang Lee, Dr Stephen L. Doggett, Dr Chin-
Cheng Yang, Dr Wan Fatma Zuharah, Dr. Veera Singham K. 
Genasan, Dr Khoirul Himmi Setiawan and Dr Chong-Chin 
Heo, among many others.

Stay tuned for more information coming soon. In the 
meantime, please email contactus@spma.org.sg for any cor-
respondence. See also conference flyer on Page 33. 

PHILIPPINES: NEWS FROM THE PEAP

Provided by The Pest Exterminators Association of the 
Philippines

The Pest Exterminators Association of the 
Philippines (PEAP) recently held their 4th National 
Convention. 11-13th November, 2018 at Zen 

Garden Hotel in Tagaytay City. The theme being, “Taking 
the Leap of Transformational Challenges.” This conference 
is held every two years to foster friendship, educate, and 
to build up and renew the commitment of members as 
part of their social obligations for a healthier and pest- free 
Philippines.

PEAP President, Job B. Dayandante, stressed that we do 
not simply act as a rider or follower on the waves of change. 
As an association, we should take the lead of not only pro-
moting the culture of pride within the organization, but 
humbly adopt the so called professional confidence to serve 
and be responsive to the needs of our fellow exterminators. 
This is by sharing the era of advanced technology, trans-
parency and joint development with our partners in the 
Global Industry such as the Pest Control Association of the 
Philippines (PCAP) and the Federation of Asian & Oceania 

Attendees at the recent PEAP meeting
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Pest Managers Associations (FAOPMA). As Fernando “Erdie” 
Malveda, PEAP Founding member, CEO and President of 
LEADS Environmental Health Products Corp. once said, that 
whoever wishes to lead the Association should continue the 
spirit of service above and beyond personal interests and 
gain.

The National Convention, Chair Danilo L. Magpantay, 
together with Job B. Dayandante,  expressed their gratitude 
for the tremendous support given by the major sponsor, 
LEADS EH through their Executive Vice President, Catherine 
M. Baisas, and the minor sponsor MACODYN Inc. through 
their, President Theresa N. Villegas. The support of all asso-
ciate members of PEAP where acknowledged for the many 
initiatives that have taken place during the committee meet-
ings, thus making the event a huge success.

There are many challenges that need to be considered 
when it comes to pest control. The speakers in the pro-
gramme were uniquely placed to highlight key trends and 
current practices of the Industry. Catherine M. Baisas, who 
served as a speaker during the FAOPMA-Pest Summit con-
vention held in China during September 2018 and the 
Executive Vice President of LEADS EHPC were some of the 
resource speakers. They discussed the sales management 
challenges facing pest control operators today. 

Ian Paul de Lara, a digital marketing strategist, presented 
on Digital Business Management as it relates to pest control 
business management.

The event was filled with fruitful discussions, the sharing 
of information, and live entertainment. The meeting cul-
minated with the election of a New Board of Directors and 
Executive Officers for the ensuing years, 2019 -2020.

The oath taking ceremony was held at Richmonde Hotel in 
Quezon City, simultaneous with the PEAP Christmas Party on 
December 4, 2018. 

CHINA: NEWS FROM THE CPCA

Provided by the Chinese Pest Control Association

Congratulations to Mdm Huang Xaioyun, President 
of FAOPMA, for winning the inaugural Excellence 
in Pest Management Award sponsored by Bayer. 

The award was presented at the recent FAOPMA-Pest 
Summit held in Shenzhen, China.

See bottom right of Page 14 for an image of Mdm Huang 
receiving the award.

Mdm Huang also received the Global Ambassador Award 
from the National Pest Management Association of the USA, 
for her services to the global pest management industry. 
The award was received at the recent PestWorld meeting 
held in Orlando during November 2018. 

In April 2019, the Chinese Pest Control Association’s (CPCA) 
Annual Conference will be held in Nanchang, Jiangxi, China. 
More than 1,000 delegates will attend the meeting with 100 
exhibitors participating in the event.

On 6th June 2019, the CPCA will organize events nation-
wide to raise the profile of the pest control industry. 
Participating on the day will include professionals from the 
pest control industry, the media, celebrities, and people 
from all walks of life. Various promotional events will be held 
through television, social media, billboards at public trans-
portation, community bulletin boards and other venues. 

PEAP National Convention: LEADS EH Executive Vice President Ms. Catherine M. Baisas (third form left) cuts the ceremonial ribbon 
with PEAP President Job B. Dayandante (third from right) to open the 4th National Convention of Pest Exterminators Association of 

the Philippines (PEAP) at ZEN GARDEN Tagaytay Hotel & Event Center recently. With the theme: “Taking the Leap of Transformational 
Challenges” the event, sponsored by LEADS Environmental Health and MACODYN, Inc. was staged to further professionalize tech-
niques, methodologies and strategies of modern Pest Control in the country. With them are (from right) Dir. Norma Salazar of and 

NATCON Chairman Mr. Danilo Magpantay. (from left) IPP Ms. Vergie Jawid and Dir. Terry Villegas of MACODYN, INC. At the back (form 
left to right) Mr. Daniel Verdejo of Upgreen Corporation, Dir. Teddy Dela Cruz, Dir. Baby Lopez, Dir. Angie Roa Yu and Dir. Clark De Paz.
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NEW ZEALAND: NEWS FROM THE PMANZ

Provided by Peter Barry, Pest Management Association of 
New Zealand.

The PMANZ congratulates Flick Anticimex as winner 
of the Fiji Business Excellence Award for 2018. They 
have won this award annually since 2013, when 

they were then Amalgamated Pest Control.
This is a wonderful achievement, and one which the com-

pany can be proud of. PMANZ sends their best wishes to the 
team in Fiji for the New Year!

PMANZ will be holding their biennial meeting over 22-23 
August 2019 at the Waipuna Hotel and Conference Centre in 
Auckland. See flyer on Page 39.

 
HEALTH AND SAFETY ALERT – CATS, PYRETHRINS AND 
SYNTHETIC PYRETHROIDS (PERMETHRIN)

PMANZ have had a number of reports of cats dying from 
unknown causes, coincidently shortly after pest control 
treatments have been carried out for spiders and/or ants. 

The owners have alleged that the technician’s treatment 
caused the death of their beloved pet. In all cases synthetic 
pyrethroids (SPs) were used, begging the questions did the 
cats come into contact with wet spray or dust?

The one report received from a veterinarian indicated, 
“She [the cat] presented with generalised body tremors, 
sneezing and paw flicking. One of the possible causes for 
this presentation is pyrethroid toxicity. There was a history 
of the house recently being sprayed with a pyrethrum based 
ant spray”.

Regrettably, we will never know for sure as laboratory 
detection of pyrethroids is not readily available and haema-
tology, biochemistry and other findings, might be normal.

Synthetic Pyrethroid sprays eliminate a wide range of 
insects and can be highly effective; however, they can be 
very toxic to cats if they come into contact with the wet 
spray. Some additional information follows that may help 
provide a better understanding of this potentially unique 
problem that initially manifested itself with common ‘spot-
on’ flea treatments.

PYRETHRUM, PYRETHRINS AND PYRETHROIDS
Pyrethrum is the natural extract from the flowers of 
Chrysanthemum cinerariaefolium (Dalmation pyrethrum 
daisy). The six active insecticidal compounds of pyrethrum 
are called pyrethrins. They are pyrethrin I, pyrethrin II, cinerin 
I, cinerin II, jasmolin I, and jasmolin II. 

Pyrethrum or the pyrethrins represent much less of a risk  
than synthetic pyrethroids, mainly because they are sel-
dom used in urban pest management, but also because they 
degrade so rapidly that most of the active ingredient has 
disappeared within five hours after application, if applied 
during day light hours.

The pyrethroids are synthetic analogues of the original 
pyrethrins and comprise hundreds of derived compounds. 
Relatively few of these have been developed commercially. 

Permethrin is a SP widely used in flea control products for 
small animals, mainly dogs. Accidental toxicity can occur 
with off-label usage, and cats are particularly susceptible.

Although they are based on the chemical structure and 
biological activity of the pyrethrins, the development of 
synthetic pyrethroids has involved modifications that make 
these compounds more toxic and less degradable in the 
environment than pyrethrins.

It is permethrin that represents most risk to cats due to 
the persistence of the insecticide. However, all SPs should be 
considered hazardous to cats. 

AUSTRALIAN PESTICIDES AND VETERINARY MEDICINES 
AUTHORITY (APVMA)
The APVMA had this to say on pyrethrin and pyrethroid use 
on cats (extract)

https://apvma.gov.au/node/19176 
The APVMA has received enquiries about exposure of cats 

to insecticide products containing pyrethrin and the poten-
tial for pyrethrin-toxicity following exposure.

There are nearly 200 insecticidal products containing 
pyrethrins registered for use in Australia, including powders, 
sprays, and shampoos. Of these, around 50 are registered for 
use on cats.

GENERAL INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE 
Pyrethrins are insecticidal substances produced from the 
Chrysanthemum cinerariaefolium flower that may be toxic to 
cats at high concentrations

Pyrethroids, including permethrin, are synthetic forms of 
pyrethrins that are toxic to cats at high concentrations

TOXICITY
Pyrethrins are insecticidal substances produced from the 
flower head of the pyrethrum plant, Chrysanthemum cin-
eraiaefolium. Pyrethrins rapidly knock down, paralyze and 
kill insects by disrupting nerve function.

Pyrethroids are synthetic analogues and derivatives of 
pyrethrins, which have undergone extensive chemical modi-
fications to make them more toxic to insects, with a greater 
knockdown effect than the plant pyrethrins. 

WHAT IS THE TOXICITY OF PYRETHRINS AND 
PYRETHROIDS?
The toxicity among the various pyrethrins and pyrethroids 
varies greatly, which is reflected in the wide range of LD50 
concentrations— LD50 is the dose at which 50 per cent mor-
tality is observed in exposed laboratory animals.

Generally, pyrethrins are less toxic to mammals than pyre-
throids and the toxicity of pyrethroids varies depending on 
the type of pyrethroids (isomer ratio), as well as factors such 
as the type of formulation.

The primary target of acute pyrethrin, or pyrethroid, 
induced toxicity appears to be the nervous system. In cats 
exposed to high concentrations of permethrin, clinical signs 
such as hyperexciteability, depression, vomiting, excessive 
salivation, muscle tremors, not eating, seizures, convulsions, 
lack of coordination and death, have been observed within 
minutes or days after treatment.
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PERMETHRIN TOXICITY IN CATS: A RETROSPECTIVE 
STUDY 
From a retrospective study of 20 cases of permethrin tox-
icity in cats treated at an emergency clinic in Brisbane, 
Queensland (Australia) from October 2004 to June 2005, the 
following became evident:

The diagnosis of permethrin toxicity was made on the 
basis of a history of exposure and characteristic clinical 
signs, including seizures, muscle fasciculations, and tremors. 
Decontamination and appropriate seizure or muscle fascicu-
lation control were the basis of treatment. 

The outcome was good after rapid intervention and 19 
of the 20 cats were successfully treated, with the only death 
occurring in a kitten for which treatment was delayed for 
24 h. No long-term complications were reported by the cat 
owners at 4-month follow-up after discharge from hospital.

Source: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18498556 

IMPACT ON CATS
Synthetic pyrethroids are metabolised by mammals and 
birds in the liver, and cats have different liver metabolic 
pathways to other animal species (they are deficient in 
hepatic glucuronosyltransferase enzyme) leading to a poor 
ability to break down SP’s.

Cats lack the ability to metabolize SP’s when they come 
into contact with them through their skin or when they 
lick them off of their fur while grooming, according to the 
Veterinary Support Personnel Network. 

This makes them highly toxic to cats and they should 
never be applied to their skin or to an area where they might 
encounter exposure. 

Signs of poisoning in cats include seizures, tremors and 
muscle spasms, usually appearing within 48 hours of expo-
sure to the toxin, according to the ASPCA (American Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals) National Animal 
Poison Control Centre.

Scholarly articles on cat poisoning with permethrin 
show that much of the occurrence is due to dog flea treat-
ments (permethrin shampoos and powders) being used to 
treat cats rather than poisoning due to pest management 
treatments.

RECOMMENDED TREATMENT PROCEDURES FOR HOMES 
WITH CATS 
Prior to spraying, notify neighbours and get your client to 
bring their feline friends indoors to prevent them from get-
ting the spray on their fur.

Before spraying with SP’s inside or around a home, the 
PMANZ suggests:

• Ask the owner if they have cats and to bring them inside, 
and close the windows to the rooms where they are and not 
let them out until the insecticide is dry. 

• Get your customer to speak with their neighbours to let 
them know when and where you’ll be spraying so they can 
keep their cats indoors as well. 

• If spraying indoors for fleas, the cat should be removed 
off-site to a cattery until treatment is complete and surfaces 
and carpets are dry.

• Lift all food and drink bowls off the floor or cover with 
suitable non porous material

• Keep cats away from wet spray until dry. This may take 
longer in wet weather.

• Use the four hour stand-down rule for flea and other 
spray treatments, but insist that the owner make sure car-
peting is dry before allowing cats onto them.

• Once the insecticide is dry, it’s safe for kitties to come 
out again. Use alternative insecticides when treating homes 
where cats are present.

THE SIGNS OF PYRETHRIN OR PYRETHROID TOXICITY IN 
CATS
If you suspect your customer’s cat or kitten has encountered 
an SP spray while outdoors, wash the skin and fur with dish 
soap to remove as much of the toxin as possible. After wash-
ing, bring the cat to a veterinarian for treatment immedi-
ately. Quick treatment can prevent a possible tragedy.

Cats that have been exposed to a large amount of pyre-
thrin/pyrethroid-based insecticides will often have whole-
body tremors. Other signs often include: 

• Excessive salivation/drooling 
• Agitation or restlessness 
• Vomiting,  Loss of coordination 
• Difficulty jumping, standing or walking 
• Shaking, twitching, muscle tremors (often mistaken for 

seizures), Difficulty breathing 
If left untreated, pyrethroid toxicity can be fatal to cats.

CLINICAL SIGNS AND DIAGNOSIS
Clinical signs are normally noticed immediately after expo-
sure, but can be delayed for up to 72 hours. In mild expo-
sures, paraesthesia induced by direct contact with the 
substance may result in paw flicking, ear twitching and 
uncontrolled contractions of the cutaneous trunk muscles. 

Grooming of a contaminated body area can result in 
hyper salivation and vomiting. Severe muscle tremors, sei-
zures and/or depression are normally seen only in severe 
intoxications. 

Laboratory detection of pyrethroids is not readily avail-
able and haematology, biochemistry and other findings 
might be normal. 

One of the principal differential diagnoses is organophos-
phate/carbamate toxicoses. 

Where available, measurement of cholinesterase levels 
may be helpful in distinguishing between the two groups of 
toxins — with levels being unremarkable in pyrethroid toxic-
ity and most likely decreased in organophosphate toxicity.

TREATMENT AND PROGNOSIS
Dermal decontamination should be instituted at the earli-
est possible opportunity. Bathing of the pet is generally use-
ful and the use of a hand- or dishwashing detergent might 
enhance the cleaning process.

Hypothermia may potentiate the effect of pyrethroids on 
ion-channel activity and, therefore, bathing the pet with 
cold water and/or prolonged sedation should be avoided. 

Conversely, bathing in water that is too warm might 
enhance resorption through the skin due to hyperaemia and 
should also be avoided. The pet should be actively dried 
and, if transport to a veterinary facility is delayed, owners 
can be advised to wrap it in a warm towel. 


